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Happy FDOC!

Welcome to DukeLIFE
We are thrilled to welcome you to the DukeLIFE community and to
the new academic year! DukeLIFE is an o�ce in Undergraduate
Education dedicated to supporting the academic excellence of all
undergrads who are highly aided and �rst-generation college
students. 

As you get started this fall, we want to tell you how we support you. 

The DukeLIFE
Living Room,
Perkins 318

Are you looking for a study
space or a place to hang out
between classes? Check out
Perkins 318. 

A�ectionately known as the
"DukeLIFE Living Room," all
LIFE students have card swipe access to this space if you've received
this newsletter, that means you).

If you're participating in the LIFE Peer Mentor Program, we'll see you
there for weekly study sessions on Wednesdays, 7-10 pm. 

Are you a LIFE Peer Mentor or
Mentee?

Attend the Kicko� Event on Tuesday, September 6 at 6:30 PM to
meet other mentors and mentees and learn about other upcoming
activities throughout the year. 

Appetizers from Beyu Blue. 

Register here. 

Save the Date
Join the DukeLIFE community for our Family Weekend Brunch on
October 15th, 10am-noon on the Abele Quad. 

We'd love to see you, even if your family won't be on campus.  

Register here.

Need a Mask
for Class? 

Duke requires masks for
in-person classes, on

buses and shuttles, and in clinical settings, regardless of vaccination
status. 

DukeLIFE has free N-95 masks available to LIFE students. Stop by our
o�ce (Smith Warehouse, Bay 8 South, 2nd Floor) to pick up a few
from the reception desk. 

For updates on Duke masking and other policies,
visit https://coronavirus.duke.edu/guidelines-requirements/

Spotlight on
Academic Resources

Check out our website to learn about
resources related to academic support,
career exploration & preparation, community
& belonging, and wellness & basic needs. 

Where can I receive academic support, tutorials,
learning communities for math and science
courses, and get support maximizing my study skills?

Check out the Academic Resource Center (ARC) to learn
more about their learning consultations, group tutorials,
and STEM Advancement through Group Engagement
(SAGE) learning communities. Even students excelling in
their classes bene�t from working with the ARC sta� and
participating in their programs. We can’t recommend the
ARC enough.
For students living on West Campus, the Academic
Guide for your quad can also discuss general learning
strategies with you. If you are not sure what kind of help
you might need, meeting with a guide is a great �rst step.

I am planning to attend graduate/professional school. Are there any
resources to help me succeed on the admission test?

The Academic Resource Center (ARC) o�ers free GRE and
MCAT study sessions.
Students taking the LSAT should consult with the Pre-Law
Advising o�ce.

Can I borrow copies of my textbooks?

Yes! The Duke University Library has copies of the
texbooks for the 100 largest courses on campus on
reserve. These books are available for you to borrow at
the Libraries for up to 3 hours. It is available to all
students. Find out more about the Top Textbooks
program.
DukeLIFE also has a program for eligible students with
high �nancial need to request a semester-long loan of
course materials.

How do I connect with faculty outside of class?

FLunch them! Students are eligible for up to $70 a semester to
take academic faculty to lunch on campus. 
The VLearn directory lists faculty who are eager to connect with
students to discuss personal and academic interests. (You can
�lter the directory by interest.)
The Academic Guides have a great template for writing an
email to ask faculty to connect for an informal chat.

I do not own a computer. How can I access one to complete my studies at
Duke?

DukeLIFE has a long-term loaner laptop program for
students with demonstrated high �nancial need. Learn
more about student eligibility and access the application.

I have a research project for class. Can someone help me navigate the
library resources?

Yes! Arianne Hartsell-Gundy is our dedicated 1G Student
Success Librarian. She can help you navigate these
resources and learn research strategies.

I may need to go on leave for a term. Who should I talk to?

Your dean will help you navigate Duke's academic policies
and understand how going on leave will impact your
academic path and degree progress. You can �nd out who
your dean is in Duke Hub.
The Time Away O�ce will guide you through the leave and
return process and also keep you connected to Duke while
you are away.
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